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GILES FLED AT IIS
WIFE'S SUGGESTION.

Manager of the Manhattan
Commercial Agency Leaves
Many Creditors Behind.

His Alleged Shortage, It Is Said,
May Reach Far Beyond

$15,000.
Transacted Business as a Collection

Agent Since 1879 and Was Sued
for Misappropriating Funds.

HE WAS PRESSED BY CREDITORS.

Mrs. Giles Will Not Divulge His Where¬
abouts, and Says That She Must Now

Seek Work to Support Her¬
self and Children.

James H. Giles, manager of the Man¬
hattan Commercial Agency, In room 84,
sixth floor Tribune building, has disap¬
pear, leaving behind a host of mournful
creditors. It is said that his shortage will
amount to more than $15,000, but how
much in excess of these figures has not
been ascertained.
Mrs. Giles, his wife, says that her hus¬

band left town at her suggestion, because
he was being pounded by creditors, but
she declines to say when he went away or

where he has gone.
Giles has been doing business under the

name of the Commercial Agency since 1879,
but the character of his work was more of
a collection bureau and solicitor of insur¬
ance. He had three clerks working for him
up to the first of January this year. Two
of them, E. H. Welles and P. P. Leonard,
had been with him for five years, but when
they saw the manner in which his busi¬
ness was transacted they claim to have
tendered their resignations.

CHARGED WITH MISAPPROPRIATION.
In 1892 Holmes, Booth & Hayden, of Park

place, were about to begin criminal pro-
k ceedings against him for the alleged mis¬

appropriation of $1,500 belonging to this
firm, which they claim he collected for
them. Influence was brought to bear upon
the firm, and they permitted him to settle
the indebtedness by instalments. Some
time before that, about 1883, he received
considerable notoriety by taking possession
of a business in which he was simply a
clerk. The manager, Hosford B. Niles, now
manager of the Equitable Mercantile Com¬
pany, had left the city for three months,
and when he returned he found Giles in
full possession, with his name upon the

1 door as manager. It is alleged that he had
interviewed all of Mr. Niles clients and
subscribers and told them that the concern
had changed hands and that he was sole
manager. A law suit was the result of
these complications, in which Mr. Giles
came out winner.

PECULIAR INSURANCE BUSINESS.
It Is reported that recently he went to a

number of life Insurance companies and
"worked" them for large sums. His
method was to sell the companies, for $1
each, Insurance blanks filled out with the
names of applicants for insurance. The

companies he dealt with were the Equita¬
ble Life, Mutual Benefit, and Aetna Life,
of Hartford, and it Is said that he has
caught each one of these in sums ranging
up to $1,000. He has sold them duplicate
applications containing the same names,
and many of them are said to be fictitious.
Giles is a man of good address and trav¬

elled in pretty lively company. He is
about forty-five years old, and with his wife
and two daughters, seventeen and nineteen
years of age, occupied a beautiful home at
No. 307 West Ninetieth street. He is sup¬
posed to be a Mason, and is a member of
the Hardware Club, which has quarters in
the Postal Building. He halls from Bound
Brook, N. J.
All the furniture in his office was removed

yesterday, and the name of his agency was
erased from the door.

A CLERK'S STATEMENTS.
P. P. Leonard, one of the clerks, was

asked last night about Giles. He said he
had known him since 1890, when he went to
work for him in the capacity of insurance
clerk.
" Ileft his employ," said Mr. Leonard,

"on anuary 3 last. I saw that matters were
not working right, and suspected that the
concern was insolvent, and concluded to
leave. Mr. Welles and I talked the mat¬
ter over and we both resigned at the same
time. The people who dealt with Mr. Giles,
apparently, had implioit confidence in him,
but he did not treat them right. He would
collect money for some of nis clients and
use it, and then he would stand them off
with letters telling them that he would
collect the money later and remit it. He
kept this up, and I knew it had to become
known sooner or later, and I decided to
leave."
Mrs. Giles was caled upon last night at

her residence and asked for a statement
regarding her husband's disappearance.
When the door was opened by a young
lady, in reply to a request to see Mr. Giles,
she said:
"Mr. Giles does not live here, but Mrs.

Giles does.'
Mrs. Giles was not Inclined to say any¬

thing, at first, but finally admitted that
her husband had gone away.

MRS. GILES'S STATEMENT.
"He left," she said, "upon my advice. His

creditors were hounding him to death, and
as I saw that they were not inclined to
Ive him a chance, I thought It better for
im to go away. If he had had $6,000 or

$8,000 he could easily have arranged his
difDcultles, or if they had waited a while
he could have overcome his embarrassment.
He has done so before, and I know he
could have settled them now, with a little
time.
"Mr. Giles was a devoted husband and a

good provider. His only failing was that
he drank too much, as hundreds of other
good men have done. When intoxicated he
would spend money freely and do thingswhich he Invariably regretted.

SATS SHE MUST GO TO WORK.
"As for myself I will now have to seek

employment to enable me to support my¬
self and children. I have many kind
friends who have offered to do anything In
this direction they can to help me out of
m.v present embarrassment."
Mrs. Giles was inclined to blame her

husband's clerks for the condition in which
he had left his affairs, and charged them
with trying to ruin his business. When
asked if she knew when Mr. Giles would
return to arrange his business matters, she
said she did not know.

M'KINLEY AHEAD IN BUFFALO.
A Canvass of Leading Republicans Places

the Ohioan Far Ahead.
Buffalo, N. Y., Feb. 15..An afternoon

paper, for the purpose of obtaining a reli¬
able Indication of Republican sentiment
In Buffalo In regard to the Presidential
nomination, interviewed over one hundred
rominent business and professional men
nown to be closely affiliated with the

Republican party.
The result was: McKinley, 72; Reed, 16;

Morton, 12; Allison, 5; non-committal, 16.

MURDERED AND BURNT UP.

A Kentucky Farmer Loses His Wife, His
Niece and His House, and Got

Seriously Injured.
Augusta, Ky., Feb. 15..A triple tragedy,

for which no motive Is now known, oc¬

curred ten and a half miles from here
about 4 o'clock this morning. The throat
of John Laughlln was cut twice, mak¬
ing wounds that will probably prove fatal,
while the house was set on Are, cremating
the bodies of his wife and his niece, May
Jones, aged fourteen. It is supposed the
throats of all werer cut and the house
set on fire to hide evidence of some crime
and that Laughlln was able to escape and
run over half a mile In his night clothes
to the home of a neighbor and give an
alarm.
He was able to tell practically nothingbefore he fell unconscious. The house was

a frame structure, and consisted of but
two rooms, one of which was used for
sleeping. The manner in which the crime
was committed is a matter of conjecture.
It is thought the family were first chloro¬
formed or partially placed under the ef¬
fects of an enesthetic, and that two men
had a hand in the work. One man. It is
supposed, pursued Laughlln a shox-t dis¬
tance, while other tracks lead In a differ¬
ent direction. The tracks of one man lead
over a hill toward the line of the Chesa¬
peake & Ohio Railroad, about a mile away.
Laughlln was a hard working farmer,

thirty-eight years of age. His wife was
Sarah Ann Jones, came of a goow Bracken
County family, and her niece was the
daughter of a widowed painter now living
at Augusta, and who lived with the Laugh-lins. The barking of dogs and the light
of the fire aroused the neighboring farm¬
ers, but they could only wait for the fire
to die out, when the skeletons of Mrs.
Laughlln and Miss Jones were found.
Detectives and officers from nearby towns

have been set to work on the case, and
two bloodhounds from Williamsburg, Ohio,almost directly across the river, were
brought to the scene at 4 o'clock this after¬
noon and put upon the trail.
Laughlln had recovered sufficiently from

the shock to testify at the Coroner's In¬
quest this afternoon. He said he was
awakened by a knife being drawn across
liis throat, and found a man standing over
him and another in the room with a lighted
torch. After a struggle Laughlin escapedand ran to the nearest neighbor. The be¬
lief Is that the thx-oats of Mrs. Laughllnand her niece were first cut. A knife was
found near where the bones of the Jones
plrl were found. Two suspects, givingtheir names as Pease and Sellers, were
arrested In a shanty boat this afternoon,
but they do not answer the descriptiongiven by Laughlin, nor can he Identifythem.

MORE LIGHT ON X RAYS.
Professor Trowbridge Is Perfecting a New
Vacuum Tube Which He Thinks Will
Cast a Light of Extraordinary Power.

The New York scientists who are en¬
gaged in experimenting with the Roentgen
rays are now anxiously awaiting details of
an improved vacuum tube that Professor
John Trowbridge, of Harvard, Is said to
have invented.
Professor Trowbridge's tube, according to

the information so far received In this city,Is much less liable to breakage than eitherthe Edison, Crookes or Morton tubes, be¬
sides possessing the power of producing X
rays of extraordinary penetrating force.
Thic tube is an innovation In many re¬
spects. The Professor has immersed the
neck of an ordinary Crookes tube in a shal¬
low basin of paraffin oil, so that It will ruu
up In the tube'to a point well above the
entrance. As paraffin oil Is a non-con¬
ductor of electricity, the passage of a
spark of sufficient size to destroy the tube
when a current of high voltage is used be¬
comes an impossibility.

It Is also his intention to prevent break¬

age from over-heating by permitting cool
running water to flow over the tube while
It Is in use. Professor Trowbridge believes
that he will soon be able to use currents
ten times the power of those that have
been found practicable with the ordinarytubes.
At one time the voltage used In a recent

experiment is said to have reached 100,000.
Dr. Morton, Professor Pupln and other New
York experimentalists believe his plan pos¬
sible and look for a great Increase In the
practical utility of Dr. Roentgen's Inven¬
tion, in the event of its success.
Dr. Morton is continuing his experiments

upon malformed bones, but he will make
no more of his work public, he says, until
he has accomplished something of im¬
portance.
Inventor Edison stated yesterday that he

had worked all night trying to perfect the
tubes for his experiment on the human
head without success. He said that as
soon as he had the tubes so they would not
go back on him, he would try to get a
shadowgraph of the brain by first throw¬
ing the rays through some thin spots in
the skull.

HITS AT SECRETARY MORTON.

Members Charge That Their Farming Con¬
stituents Are Badly Treated.

Washington, D. C., Feb. 15..The con¬
sideration of the agricultural appropria¬
tion bill In the House to-day gave oppor¬
tunity for a revival of the attacks upon
Secretary Morton, of the Agricultural !De-
partment, begun by Senator Vest in the
other branch of Congress, for refusing to
execute the purpose of Congress to distrib¬
ute seeds among the farmers of the coun¬
try.
The bitterest speeches were made by

Democrats.Messrs. Moses and Livingston,
of Georgia, and Boatner, of Louisiana.
Messrs. Boatner and Livingston includued
Comptroller Bowler In their denunciations,
and insisted that the time had come when
it was necessary that the line between the
legislative and executive departments

Should be definitely settled.
Mr. Livingston said he was willing that

the legislative branch should be required
to attend to its business and he wanted
the executive branch to attend to its
business. AVhen the House adjourned at
5 o'clock, till Monday, the agricultural bill
was the pending business.

The Dancers Now Ordered to
Leave Germany Appeared

Here in "Wang."
Ardlone, the Eldest One, Played

Small Roles with Clara
Morris's Company.

TOOK UP SKIRT DANCING NEXT.

Ex-Commodore Gerry Protested in Vain
to Their Mother Against This Course.

She Was Anxious to Have
Them Make Money.

' The Jive Barrison listers, who appeared in this country
as dancers, and who are very beautiful, have received
noticefrom the Berlin police that they must leave Ger¬
many. This action was taken because a number ofprom¬
inent men have bevome victims of their charms. On

Friday Count von Wedel was arrested for having
pawned Jewels bought on the installment plan. The

money which he realized was spent on the dancers.

The Barrlson sisters, from 1891 to 1893,
were well-known figures on Broadway, In
Central Park and other thoroughfares and
resorts where the throDg of pleasure seek¬
ers Is greatest. They did everything they
could to attract attention to themselves
and succeeded. They were photographed
In all sorts of costumes, got their names

Into the papers often, and soon became
much talked about.
They always appeared 4n public together

and by their stunning hats, gay attire and
sprightly manner were among the most ob¬
served of the promenaders. The eldest girl
was Aldone, born August 10, 1872. Next
In age to her was Olger, born April 10,
1875. Then came Sophia, three years
younger than Olger; Inger, still a year
younger, and, last of all, Gertrude, who
was Inger's Junior by a year.
The girls were natives of Copenhagen,

Denmark, and they had been In this coun¬

try for some years. Their father was

Sinius Barrison, who was an umbrella
mender and reputed to be of intemperate
habits. He was very little seen by visitors
to the Barrison home and is now reported
to be dead. His wife, Richa, was a woman

of very little education. She did not seen:

the mother, In which he warned her that
the course the girls had adopted would in
all probability lead to their ruin.
He called upon her parental love to pre¬

vent this depredation, but his appeal met
with no response. Mrs. Barrison wanted
her girls to do what would make the most
money. Accordingly, on June 8, 1893,
Inger and Gertrude did the skirt dance on
the Casino roof garden, and on September9, 1893, repeated it at Tony Pastor s. The
Gerry Society protested, but Mayor Gilroy
granted the permit and the girls were not
molested.

It was about this time that William
Fleron, the adapter of "The Clemenceau
Case" and manager of Pearl Eytlnge, as¬
sumed the management of the girls. Ho
was very attentive to Adlone, and report
ihad It that he had married here. A woman
called at the Gerry Society's rooms on
July 31. 1893, and said she wished to do all
she could to prevent Fleron's intimacy with
the girls. She said she had separated from
her husband, Beir, in Copenhagen, and in
1883 became acquainted with Fleron. They
came to this country in 1888 and lived as
man and wife in Paterson, Chicago, New
York and Brooklyn. She then left him on
account of her children by Beir.

In the Winter of 1893 the entire family
went abroad. Fleron, it was staid, accom¬
panied them. The mother tried to convince
Mr. Gerry that she Intended to educate her
younger children In Europe, but he placed
no credence In what she said. Since their
departure the Gerry Society has not heard
from them.

"I am not surprised at the story from
Berlin," said Superintendent Jenkins yes¬terday. "It is only the fulfilment of our
fears about the girls. They impressed us

A FEMALE BARNUM
COMES FOR A HON,

Mme. Poisson, the Guatemala
Circus Queen, Learns of

Its Arrival.

Her Crowning Specialty Is Pitting
Lions Against Bulls to Fight

in the Ring.
GEMS SHOWERED AT THE VICTORS.

Her New South African Purchase Is a Mag¬
nificent Specimen, and Will Be Taken

to South America in a

Short Time.
Mme. Linda Ch. Poisson, the female P.

T. Barnum of Central America, Is now stop¬
ping at the Hotel Martin, In this city, hav¬
ing travelled all the way from Guatemala

The Barrison Sisters, Who Must Leave Germany.
Because of the havoc which their charms have wrought with several prominent men In Berlin they have been ordered to

get out of the country. They were born in Copenhagen and first made their appearance on the stage In this city at NIblo's
Garden, in 1888. Five years later they were with De Wolf Hopper in "Wang," and attracted much attention by their costumes
on the street and by the fact that the five always appeared together in public. Adlone, the eldest, is now twenty-four years
old; Olger is twenty-one; Sophie, eighteen; Inger, seventeen, and Gertrude, sixteen. These drawings were made from photo¬
graphs taken by B. J. Falk.

to worry herself about her children's wel¬
fare, but only considered them In the light
of money makers.
All of the sisters were pretty and bright.

What amount of schooling they had re¬
ceived no one knew, but It was evidently
very small, as the mother had turned their
liking for the stage to advantage as soon
as possible.

THEIR FIRST APPEARANCE.
It was In 1891 that the Gerry Society had

Its attention attracted to the sisters. They
were then playing in "Wang," with De
Wolf Hopper, at the Broadway Theatre.
The five came out with dolls, sang a little
song and went through a simple dance.
Inger was then only thirteen years old and
Gertrude twelve.
Mr. Gerry was favorably Impressed with

the girls and made inquiries about them.
He learned that their first appearance in
this city had been on August 25, 1888, at
Niblo's, in "Uncle Sam." They formed a

group or tableau In one of the scenes. Ad-
lone, the oldest girl, subsequently joined
Clara Morris's company and played small
roles.
The three older girls were beyond the

authority of the Gerry Society, but it in¬
terfered in behalf of the others. On May
8, 1891, Gertrude was warned not to sing
or dance during the performance of
"Wang.' On November 19, 1891, while they
were playing in "Cinderella," at the Acad¬
emy of Music, the management was in¬
structed to provide them with lunch. Ger¬
trude appeared at the New Park Theatre
in April, 1892, but the society had her
withdrawn. In May of the same year
Sophia and Gertrude played in "Old Jed
Prouty," at Proctor's, and the society
found nothing objectionable in the per¬
formance.
In December, 1892, Inger played at Am-

berg's Theatre. In February, 1S93, Inger
and Gertrude began an engagement at the
Eden Musee and remained there until the
following May. In the meanwhile Adlone,
after playing a couple of seasons with
Clara Morris, had joined the "Niobe" com¬
pany.

TIIEJY BECAME SKIRT DANCERS.
It was in the Summer of 1893 that the

young girls, who, up to this time, had been
doing a little sketch, changed their style
of performance and began the skirt dance,
high kicking and imitation of the tough
girl. Mr. Gerry sent for them and their
mother and appealed to them to stick to
dramatic art and not descend to the level
of the variety stage. He had a talk with

most favorably. It is a pity that they could
not have been kept as they were at first."

VAN ALEN RUMOR AT REST.

Not Likely of a Place in the Democratic
National Committee.

Providence, R. I., Feb. 15..The recent
report to the effect that Colonel Samuel R.
Honey, who represents Rhode Island in the
Democratic National Committee, was to
retire from politics, and that an attempt
was to be made to place James J. Van
Alen in his shoes, is now emphatically de¬
nied by persons who are In a position to
know of the plans of the party leaders.
Colonel Honey says that the rumor that

he would not represent Newport at the
National Convention is entirely without
foundation. Members of the State Central
Committee who were seen to-day expressed
similar opinions in regard to the report.
All of them stated that they had not been
notified of any such change and did not
believe that it would be proposed. Colonel
Honey, they said, had done good work in
the National Committee, and there was no
doubt that he could obtain re-election If
he desired to stand. In case he wished to
retire, it would probably be the policy of
the party to appoint his successor from
among those who were more fully acquaint¬
ed with the political situation in the State
than Mr. Van Alen could possibly be.

DEMOCRATS CLAIM DUPONT.

He Was Elected by the Republicans to the
United States Secate.

Wilmington, Del., Feb. 15..The assertion
that Colonel William A. Dupont is a Demo¬
crat seems to be based on fact. He voted
for Horace Greeley, General Winfield S.
Hancock and Grover Cleveland, and a dili¬
gent search made by his friends has failed
to produce any evidence tending to show
that the man who is soon to represent the
Republicans of Delaware in the Senate of
the United States ever voted a straight
Republican ticket.
Circular letters, reviewing the political

past of Colonel Dupont have been widely
circulated throughout the State and have
done much to create a popular prejudice
against Dupont who has maintained a dig¬
nified silence.

Friedlander Died in the Street.
Louis Friedlander, sixty years old, of No. 662

Palisade avenue, Jersey City, escaped from the
house last night while delirious from a serious
attack of typhoid fever. He ran to Congress
street and New ork avenue, where he fell un¬
conscious and died before he could be taken
homo.

to meet a young African lion. The latter
arrived Friday night from South Africa on

the Bremen Line steamship Aller, and he
will be introduced to the madame this
morning by W. A. Conklin, who imported
the animal to this country.
Mme. Poisson is a well-preserved, ener¬

getic Frenchwoman, fifty years of age,
who went to South America from her old
home in Bordeaux, France, where her hus¬
band dealt in animals. At her husband's
death she left for this continent with her
two sons, and started to entertain the
Americans on the Equator.
Her two boys performed with lions and

were otherwise In evidence in the show
until they both died suddenly several years
ago during a yellow fever scourge. The
mother kept on, however, and her exhibi¬
tion is the standard attraction in Guate¬
mala and adjoining States.

HEE STAE ATTEACTION.

During the week days she gives a regular
circus performance, but on Sunday, the big¬
gest day of the week, the star attraction
is a lion and bull fight. On these occasions
the prices of admission range from $40 a

box down to $1, and the place of enter¬
tainment is always crowded with an excited
populace. In her collection she has already
four lions, who keep their Jaws In condi¬
tion to enable them to kill seven wild bulls
at each Sunday exhibition. The fights are

wild and fierce, and the audience is always
kept at a high state of excitement, which
might well be termed frenzy.
According to Mme. Poisson, if the encoun¬

ters between the bulls and the lions are ex¬

ceptionally fierce, and the exhibition is one

of carnage, the hot-blooded South American
witnesses find it Impossible to restrain them¬
selves. They shriek, and many lose their
heads completely, and often, after the
last bull bites the dust before the king of
beasts, the spectators tear diamonds from
their ears or fingers, take their watches,
scarf pins and other articles of jewelry,
and throw them into the pit, showering the
victorious animal, who stands proudly
shaking his victorious mane.

JEWELS FEOM THE PIT.

Mme. Poisson, naturally, Is very fond of
this shower of gold and sparkling gems, and
will do all she can to pander to such exhi¬
bitions of approval, especially as she cleaned
up $15,000 worth of jewelry and precious

stones after the last fight at which she was

present before coming North.
The feminine follower in the footsteps of

the late Phineas T. Barnum declares that
she has never had a lion killed since she in¬
stituted the encounters between the king
of beasts and the fiery bull. It was

thought at one time that the regular Span¬
ish bull, bred specially for the bull ring,
would furnish a fiercer and, consequently,
better antagonist- for the lion. A bull was

consequently imported from Spain, and
succumbed to his conqueror in just fifteen
minutes after he entered the pit. The na¬
tive South American bull generally holds
out for half an hour, has more grit, and the
home article is now used Instead of the im¬
ported animal.

HOW THE LIONS FIGHT.
In each and every fight the lion goes

straight for the head of the bull for the
purpose of wearing him out, while his ad¬
versary tries to gore his opponent to
death. All of the lions, the quartet now
in South America, are cage bred animals,
and Mme. Polsson has long held the opin¬
ion that a fierce, forest-bred king of beasts
would furnish a more Interesting and ex¬
citing fight for her patrons. She has been
a year securing the animal, which has Just
arrived from his native wilds.
He is a magnificent specimen of the

South African lion, stands between three
and four feet high, and is still young, being
between three and four years old. As he
arrived in this country in bond he will be
placed In Stoddart's bonded warehouse In
Greenwich street. Mr. Conklin tried yes¬
terday to Induce the Central Park authori¬
ties to allow him to place the lion on ex¬
hibition in the menagerie in order to show
the difference between the cage and forest
bred animal. The Park Board, however,
refused Its consent, and the animal will
be "stored" on Monday.
On Thursday, February 20, Mme. Polsson

will sail for South America with her new

purchase, taking with her, also, three
families of circus riders and acrobats to
lend additional attraction to her combina¬
tion. In the meantime she is being enter¬
tained by the South American colony In
this city, and the Guatemalan Consul in
particular. It is her first visit to America,
and although she speaks nothing bufi
Spanish and French, her secretary, who is
with her, can converse in eight languages.

HARRISON MAKING READY.

Extensive Improvements Are in Progress
at the Ex-President's House for

His Marriage.
Indianapolis, Ind., Feb. 15..Preparations

on an extensive scale are In progress at the
residence of ex-President Harrison for his
coming marriage to Mrs. Dimmlck. The
house throughout Is undergoing renovation.
New carpets are being put down, porttleres
hung and furniture upholstered and much
of the old replaced with new and more ex¬

pensive patterns.
The order for the draperies was given sev¬

eral days ago, and the whole will be artis¬
tic In design and of the most costly text¬
ures, the ex-President apparently sparing
no expense to make the house one of the
most Inviting In the city. The enlarge¬
ments and additions have added several
rooms to the domicile, and the servants'
quarters are commodious enough to ac¬

commodate several additional men and
women besides those already employed.
The arrangemnts are under the direction

of Mrs. ettie Faten, of North Bend, Ohio., a

relative of the x-President. It Is said that
with the opening of Spring other improve¬
ments quite as costly as those alrady made
will be effected. It Is reportd here that
Mrs. McKee will come West In a few days
and will have charge of the arrangements
for the reception of her new mother, it be¬
ing the intention to make the arrival of Mr.
Harrison and his bride a notable event.
Nothing definite has been decided regard¬

ing the public reception that was talked of
when General Harrison first authorized the
announcement of his engagement; but he
will be consulted before he leaves again for
the East, and It Is hoped that he will con¬
sent to a reception to him and his bride in
the Governor's parlors at the Capitol. It
Is believed that the wedding will not be
later than April 10.

GLADSTONE REDIVIVUS.
The "Grand Old Man" Will Certainly En

ter the Political Arena Once More
to Fight for Right.

London, Feb. 15..The report that It was
the Intention of Mr. Gladstone to return
to Parliament is corr«;t. His intimate
friends state that his letters show that
he is greatly disturbed by the collapse of
the Government's Armenian policy.
If Lord Salisbury breaks the pact with

the Transvaal it is concluded that Mr.
Gladstone, at the risk of his own reputa¬
tion and at the risk of tarninshlng the
British name,' wfli be likely to be impelled
by his wrath to come out of his retirement,
v His friends are convinced that he could
not endure the double blow in silence.

AUSTRIAN ELECTORAL REFORM.

Additional Members to Be Elected to the
Reichsrath by Universal Suffrage.

Vienna, Feb. 15..Count Badenl, president
of the Council of Ministers, submitted to
the Reichsrath to-day an electoral reform
bill which adds seventy-two members to
the existing 353 Deputies in the Reichsrath,
the additional members to be elected by
universal suffrage.
The bill shows that the present total

number of electors Is 5,300,000. Of the
members of the Reichsrath the great land
owners elect 88, the chambers of commerce

20, the towns 116 and the counties 129.
The 72 members to be added will be taken
from the ranks of the working classes,
such as domestic employes, artisans, etc.
The total number of possible electors

who under the present system are excluded
from the exercise of franchise and are
consequently without representation is 210,-
000.

DONOGHUE'S NEW RECORD.

Beats the Previous "Best" Figures for
Two and Five Miles.

Washington, Feb. 15..Joseph Donoghue,
the famous skater, broke the world's in¬
door skating record for two and five miles
at the Coifvention Hall rink, in this city,
to-day. In the afternoon ho covered the
two miles, unpaced, in 5 minutes 32^ sec¬

onds, on a 10-lap-to-the-mile track. This
knocks 10 and 1-10 seconds off the previous
record of 5 minutes 4 3-5 seconds, made by
Olof Rurdd, at Red Bank, N. J., January
25, 1895.
The news of Donoghue's wonderfully

fast work drew fully 4,000 people to the
rink to witness his attempt in the evening.
He did not disappoint them, as he went the
live miles in 14 minutes 47% seconds, which
breaks the former record of 14 minutes
59 seconds by 1*4 seconds.

BETTIGERARD
IN BETTER HEALTH,

The Actress Collapsed Two
Weeks Ago While at Work

on Her New Part.

She Has Been Five Times a Bride
and Four Times Has Been Set

Free by a Divorce.

ONCE A BELLE IN WASHINGTON.

Her Father Is General Ordway, of the
Ordnance Department, and She Mar¬

ried Arthur Padelford in
Washington.

Bettlna Gerard, as well known for the
numerous divorces In which she has taken
a central part as for her ability as an
actress, is 111 at No. 224 West Forty-third
street. For some weeks she had been slow¬
ly breaking down nervously, and two weeks
ago found It necessary to give up all work.
At the time she was preparing for a new

theatrical venture. By the advice of Dr.
Robert Wylie, her physician, she stopped
studying for the part and gave hersvif up
to complete rest. In spite of this sh% grew
worse, and for the last ten days haw been
confined to her bed, under the constant
care of a nurse. Since then she has been
growing better rapidly and now hopes to
join the company with which she is en¬

gaged some time this week while it is in
Detroit.
"Bettie" Gerard, or Mrs. Wolf Williams,

as she Is legally known, has had an event¬
ful life for the last ten years. In that time
she has been married five times and di¬
vorced four. Her beauty of face and figure
has made her a constant favorite on the
stage and Incidentally led up to much of
the trouble of her life.
She is the daughter of General Ordway,

of the Ordnance Department of the United
States Army, and was brought up to be
accustomed to every luxury which wealth
could give her. After finishing her educa¬
tion, some ten years ago, she was intro¬
duced into Washington society. There for
a season her wit and beauty made her a

reigning belle, and half the young men who
frequented the capital were in love with
her. From all these she selected Arthur
Padelford, of Baltimore, the son of a prom¬
inent Southern family, and worth more
than a million dollars in his own right.

HER MARRIAGE A FAILURE.
Their wedding was one of the social

events of the season at Washington, and
the reception which followed was the
largest social gathering of years, prom¬
inent persons from al parts of the country
being present. In spite of this auspicious
beginning, her married life was far from
being happy, and in a few weeks she and
her husband had quarrelled and separated.
For a time she remained in. W«*
but finally went abroad with friends.
She remained abroad for some months,

her beauty and social standing gaining her
entrance to the best society. While she
was in Berlin she met Carl Streitman, the
singer, who was deeply smitten with her
beauty. He paid constant attention to her,
and she did not repulse him.
Her friends remonstrated, but without

avail, and In a short time word of her
actions was carried to Mr. Padelford. After
a short delay he began divorce proceedings
and was granted a decree.
Then, assuming the name of Gerard,

"Bettie" went on the sta;ie and attempted
to star in comic opera. Neither her voice
nor dramatic ability justified this, and, in
spite of the temporary popularity caused
bv her beauty, the company disbanded.
Since then she has taken minor parts in
many different companies, and has married
in quick succession John Raphael, Harri¬
son Wolf. "Ted" O'Rourke and Wolf Will-
lams. Divorces speedily followed each
marriage until the last, and she is now

complainant in a suit against her present
husband, from whom she has been sepa¬
rated more than a year.

MR. YOUNG IS IMPROVING.

He Is Laid Up from a Malady Contracted
in Mexico.

Philadelphia, Pa., Feb. 15..John Russell
Young, who has been lying seriously ill at
his residence, No. 2034 Arch street, since
his return from Mexico, a week ago, with
nervous prostration, showed a little im¬
provement to-day. His physicians feol
more encouraged than they did yesterday,
although he is still a very sick man. They
are constantly in attendance upon him, and
express the belief that their patient will re¬
cover.
His illness is supposed to be largely due

to fatigue and exposure in the malarial cli¬
mate of portions of Mexico. Mr. Young
went to Mexico to get material for his life
of General Grant. His Intention was to re¬
main only two weeks, but bis travelling
companion, Ralph Meeker, a Now York
newspaper man, was taken very ill with a
fever in Vera Cruz, and his trip was thus
prolonged to two months.

HE'LL GO TO VENEZUELA.

Congressman Livingston, of Georgia, Will
Visit Caracas Next Month.

Washington, D. C., Feb. 15..Representa¬
tive Livingston, of Georgia, who recently
received an Invitation from some of the
leading citizens of Caracas to visit Ven¬
ezuela when the National Congress assem¬

bles next month, has decided to accept
the invitation.
He said to-day that his public duties

could be so arranged that he can leave
Washington for a period of three weeks
in March. It Is his purpose, therefore, to
sail for La Guayra on March 10.

ENGLAND'S LATEST CRUISER.

The Third-Class Pelorus Took Less Than
Nine Months to Build.

London, Feb. 15..The new British third-
class cruiser Pelorus, the construction of
which was begun in the dock-yards at
Sheerness on May 21, 1895, was launched
to-day.
The Pelorus Is designed to develop a

speed of twenty knots an hour. She is 300
feet long, and will carry eight four-inch
guns, eight quick-firing three-pounders, two
Maxim guns and t\vo torpedo tubes.
The Pelorus Is a representative of th«

type of the new British cruiser.

Joe Manley'n Wife Seriously HI.

Augusta, Me., Feb. 15..Mi's. Joseph H. Man-

ley is very low with pneumonia and heart
trouble. She was taken ill two weeks aco, lint
It was not considered serious, and Mr. Manley
went to Washington, l'est »rday her illness de¬
veloped into pueumonia, and Dr. Weeks, of Port¬
land. remained by her bedside during the night.
Mr. Manley was wired, and he came home this
afternoon, his sou, S. C. Manley, and daughter
Tilly accompanying him.

Fifth of the Florida's Crew.
Amesbury, Mass., Feb. 15..Another body haa

washed ashore from the wrecked schooner Flor¬
ida. It Is badly decomposed. This makes the
3fth. The other three, it is supposed, are taat
In the rigging.


